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(3) Unreasonably interfere with inter-
pretive, visitor service, or other pro-
gram activities, or with the adminis-
trative activities of the National Park 
Service; or 

(4) Substantially impair the oper-
ation of public use facilities or services 
of National Park Service concessioners 
or contractors; or 

(5) Present a clear and present danger 
to the public health and safety; or 

(6) Result in significant conflict with 
other existing uses. 

(b) An application for such a permit 
shall set forth the name of the appli-
cant, the date, time, duration, nature 
and place of the proposed event, an es-
timate of the number of persons ex-
pected to attend, a statement of equip-
ment and facilities to be used, and any 
other information required by the su-
perintendent. The application shall be 
submitted so as to reach the super-
intendent at least 72 hours in advance 
of the proposed event. 

(c) As a condition of permit issuance, 
the superintendent may require: 

(1) The filing of a bond payable to the 
Director, in an amount adequate to 
cover costs such as restoration, reha-
bilitation, and cleanup of the area 
used, and other costs resulting from 
the special event. In lieu of a bond, a 
permittee may elect to deposit cash 
equal to the amount of the required 
bond. 

(2) In addition to the requirements of 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the ac-
quisition of liability insurance in 
which the United States is named as 
co-insured in an amount sufficient to 
protect the United States. 

(d) The permit may contain such con-
ditions as are reasonably consistent 
with protection and use of the park 
area for the purposes for which it is es-
tablished. It may also contain reason-
able limitations on the equipment used 
and the time and area within which the 
event is allowed. 

(e) Violation of the terms and condi-
tions of a permit issued in accordance 
with this section is prohibited and may 
result in the suspension or revocation 
of the permit. 

[48 FR 30282, June 30, 1983; 48 FR 31847, July 
11, 1983] 

§ 2.51 Demonstrations. 
(a) Demonstrations. The term ‘‘dem-

onstrations’’ includes demonstrations, 
picketing, speechmaking, marching, 
holding vigils or religious services, and 
all other like forms of conduct that in-
volve the communication or expression 
of views or grievances, engaged in by 
one or more persons, the conduct of 
which is reasonably likely to attract a 
crowd or onlookers. This term does not 
include casual park use by visitors or 
tourists that is not reasonably likely 
to attract a crowd or onlookers. 

(b) Permits and the small group permit 
exception. Demonstrations are allowed 
within park areas designated as avail-
able under paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion, when the superintendent has 
issued a permit for the activity, except 
that: 

(1) Demonstrations involving 25 per-
sons or fewer may be held without a 
permit within designated park areas, 
provided that: 

(i) None of the reasons for denying a 
permit that are set out in paragraph (f) 
of this section are present; 

(ii) The group is not merely an exten-
sion of another group already availing 
itself of the small group permit excep-
tion under this provision; 

(iii) They will not unreasonably 
interfere with other permitted dem-
onstrations and special events, or park 
program activities; and 

(iv) Hand-carried signs may be used, 
but stages, platforms, or structures 
may not be used. 

(2) While it is not mandatory, the or-
ganizer is requested to provide reason-
able notice of the proposed event to the 
park superintendent, including wheth-
er there is any reason to believe that 
there may be an attempt to disrupt, 
protest, or prevent the activity. 

(3) The 25-person maximum for the 
small group permit exception may be 
reduced for a designated available area, 
but only if: 

(i) A written determination that a 25- 
person group cannot be reasonably 
physically accommodated within that 
area is approved by the regional direc-
tor; and 

(ii) The written determination is 
made available at the office of the su-
perintendent and by public notice 
under § 1.7 of this chapter. 
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(4) In the event that two or more 
groups taking advantage of the small 
group permit exception seek to use the 
same designated available area at the 
same time, and the area cannot reason-
ably accommodate multiple occupancy, 
the superintendent will, whenever pos-
sible, direct the later-arriving group to 
relocate to another nearby designated 
available area. 

(c) Designated available park areas. (1) 
Locations may be designated as avail-
able for demonstrations under this sec-
tion, and for the sale or distribution of 
printed matter under § 2.52, only if 
these activities would not: 

(i) Cause injury or damage to park 
resources; 

(ii) Unreasonably impair the atmos-
phere of peace and tranquility main-
tained in wilderness, natural, historic, 
or commemorative zones; 

(iii) Unreasonably interfere with in-
terpretive, visitor service, or other pro-
gram activities, or with the adminis-
trative activities of the National Park 
Service; 

(iv) Substantially impair the oper-
ation of public use facilities or services 
of National Park Service conces-
sioners, holders of commercial use au-
thorizations, or contractors; 

(v) Present a clear and present dan-
ger to the public health and safety; or 

(vi) Be incompatible with the nature 
and traditional use of the particular 
park area involved. 

(2) The superintendent must des-
ignate on a map, which must be avail-
able in the office of the superintendent 
and by public notice under § 1.7 of this 
chapter, the locations designated as 
available for demonstrations and the 
sale or distribution of printed matter. 

(d) Application for permit. A permit 
application must provide: 

(1) The name of the applicant or the 
name of the organization (if any); 

(2) The date, time, duration, nature, 
and place of the proposed event; 

(3) An estimate of the number of per-
sons expected to attend; 

(4) A statement of equipment and fa-
cilities to be used; 

(5) Whether there is any reason to be-
lieve that there will be an attempt to 
disrupt, protest, or prevent the event; 
and 

(6) Any other information required 
by the permit application form. 

(e) The superintendant must not ac-
cept an application more than one year 
before the proposed event (including 
time required for set-up); applications 
received more than a year in advance 
will be returned to the applicant. 

(f) Processing the application. The su-
perintendent must issue a permit or a 
written denial within ten days of re-
ceiving a complete and fully executed 
application. A permit will be approved 
unless: 

(1) The superintendant has granted or 
will grant a prior application for a per-
mit for the same time and place, and 
the activities authorized by that per-
mit do not reasonably allow multiple 
occupancy of that particular area; 

(2) It reasonably appears that the 
event will present a clear and present 
danger to public health or safety; 

(3) The event is of such nature or du-
ration that it cannot reasonably be ac-
commodated in the particular location 
applied for, considering such things as 
damage to park resources or facilities, 
impairment of a protected area’s at-
mosphere of peace and tranquility, in-
terference with program activities, or 
impairment of public use facilities; 

(4) The location applied for has not 
been designated as available under 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section; 

(5) The application was submitted 
more than one year before the proposed 
event (including set-up); or 

(6) The activity would constitute a 
violation of an applicable law or regu-
lation. 

(g) Written denial of permit. If a permit 
is denied, the superintendant will in-
form the applicant in writing of the de-
nial and the reasons for it. 

(h) Permit conditions. The permit may 
contain conditions reasonably con-
sistent with the requirements of public 
health and safety, protection of park 
resources, and the use of the park area 
for the purposes for which it was estab-
lished. It may also contain reasonable 
limitations on the equipment used and 
the time and area within which the 
event is allowed. 

(i) Permit duration. (1) Permits may 
be issued for a maximum of 14 consecu-
tive days. 
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(2) A permit may be extended for up 
to 14 days, but a new application must 
be submitted for each extension re-
quested. 

(3) The extension may be denied if 
another applicant has requested use of 
the same location and the location can-
not reasonably accommodate multiple 
occupancy. 

(j) Violation prohibited. Violation of 
these regulations or the terms of the 
permit is prohibited. 

(k) Permit revocation, termination of 
small group exception. (1) The super-
intendent may revoke a permit for any 
violation of its terms and conditions. 

(2) The superintendent may revoke a 
permit, or order a small group permit 
exception activity to cease, when any 
of the conditions listed in paragraph (f) 
of this section exist. 

(3) The superintendent will make the 
revocation or order to cease in writing, 
with the reasons clearly set forth. In 
emergency circumstances the super-
intendent will make an immediate 
verbal revocation or order to cease, fol-
lowed by written confirmation within 
72 hours. 

[75 FR 64153, Oct. 19, 2010, as amended at 78 
FR 37717, June 24, 2013] 

§ 2.52 Sale or distribution of printed 
matter. 

(a) Printed Matter. The term ‘‘printed 
matter’’ means message-bearing tex-
tual printed material such as books, 
pamphlets, magazines, and leaflets, 
provided that it is not solely commer-
cial advertising. 

(b) Permits and the small group permit 
exception. The sale or distribution of 
printed matter is allowed within park 
areas designated as available under 
§ 2.51(c)(2) when the superintendent has 
issued a permit for the activity, except 
that: 

(1) Sale or distribution activity by 25 
persons or fewer may be conducted 
without a permit within designated 
park areas, provided that: 

(i) None of the reasons for denying a 
permit that are set out in paragraph (e) 
of this section are present; 

(ii) The group is not merely an exten-
sion of another group already availing 
itself of the small group permit excep-
tion under this provision; 

(iii) The sale or distribution will not 
unreasonably interfere with other per-
mitted demonstrations and special 
events, or program activities; and 

(iv) Hand-carried signs may be used, 
but stages, platforms, or structures 
may not be used. 

(2) While it is not mandatory, the or-
ganizer is requested to provide reason-
able notice of the proposed event to the 
park superintendent, including wheth-
er there is any reason to believe that 
there may be an attempt to disrupt, 
protest, or prevent the activity. 

(3) The 25-person maximum for the 
small group permit exception may be 
reduced for a designated available area, 
but only if: 

(i) A written determination that a 25- 
person group cannot be reasonably 
physically accommodated within that 
area is approved by the regional direc-
tor; and 

(ii) The written determination is 
made available at the office of the su-
perintendent and by public notice 
under § 1.7 of this chapter. 

(4) In the event that two or more 
groups taking advantage of the small 
group permit exception seek to use the 
same designated available area at the 
same time, and the area cannot reason-
ably accommodate multiple occupancy, 
the superintendent will, whenever pos-
sible, direct the later arriving group to 
relocate to another nearby designated 
available area. 

(c) Application for permit. An applica-
tion must provide: 

(1) The name of the applicant or the 
name of the organization (if any); 

(2) The date, time, duration, nature, 
and place of the proposed event; 

(3) An estimate of the number of per-
sons expected to attend; 

(4) A statement of equipment and fa-
cilities to be used; 

(5) Whether there is any reason to be-
lieve that there will be an attempt to 
disrupt, protest, or prevent the event; 
and 

(6) Any other information required 
by the permit application form. 

(d) The superintendant must not ac-
cept an application more than one year 
before the proposed event (including 
time required for set-up); applications 
received more than a year in advance 
will be returned to the applicant. 
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